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         WASHINGTON – U.S. Representative John W. Olver and state Senator Stephen M. Brewer announced today that the U.S. Department of Transportation has awarded a $340,000 grant for the historic restoration of the Gilbertville Covered Bridge in Hardwick and Ware.

         The grant was awarded to the Massachusetts Highway Department for restoration of the Gilbertville Bridge through the federal National Historic Covered Bridge Preservation Program, a program of the U.S Department of Transportation's Federal Highway Administration. The Historic Covered Bridge Preservation Program provides funds to states to preserve, rehabilitate or restore historic covered bridges

         "The 116-year-old Gilbertville Bridge is a unique asset that links old New England charm with the present day," Olver said. "Restoration of this covered bridge is a priority to the residents of Ware and Hardwick. I am pleased to see that their efforts have paid off. In addition to its historic significance, the bridge is a much needed transportation facility. Through this grant, the bridge will be restored to allow for normal traffic use once again."

         "The Gilbertville Covered Bridge is of major historic American significance and is the only bridge in the Commonwealth to join two counties. The bridge is a relic of days gone by that serves a 21st century purpose," Brewer said. "This grant award is good news for the economy, for tourism and for the whole region. I commend Congressman Olver for his terrific and dedicated involvement in the restoration of this bridge, as well as the Federal Highway Administration for their commitment to preserving this historic structure."

         The Gilbertville Bridge, spanning the Ware River and connecting Ware and Hardwick, is one of the state's last covered bridges. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the 139-foot Gilbertville Bridge was built in 1886. The bridge is one of only a few remaining examples of the single-web, double chord variant of Ithiel Town's original lattice truss design.

         Both the Hardwick and Ware select boards voted unanimously to pursue a historically accurate, wood-only restoration of the bridge. The bridge will be open to local traffic upon completion of the work.

         State Rep. Reed V. Hillman said, "This is fantastic news for Ware and Hardwick. This money is the result of commitment and cooperation on the part of both of the communities working together. The covered bridge represents a piece of history and its preservation will go a long way toward helping to protect the aesthetic value and integrity of the area."

         State Rep. Anne M. Gobi said, "I appreciate the cooperation and assistance from Congressman Olver in attaining the necessary funds. The Covered Bridge is an asset to the Towns of Hardwick and Ware and is of historical importance to the entire state. I am very pleased that the bridge will be restored as a wooden bridge for future generations to enjoy."
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